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Evidentiary  Document  No.  5451. 

Lt-Col .  Neville  Howard  LGI.GAN  QX6439.  C.O.  2/12  Aust.  Fd.  Amb 
being  duly  sworn  Is  cxr.mlnod  by  prosecutors 

I  we 8  In  chrrgc  of  the  medical  tens  thet  went  to  Kuching  in 
September  to  rttend  to  the  F'n’s  rnd  internees.  I  first  visited 
the  camp  on  the  morning  of  the  8th.  In  the  Austrelien  ccmp 
ell  the  officers  end  other  renks  therein  were  suffering  from 
general  malnutrition.  In  the  Eritish  other  rrnks  camp  about  250 
cases  were  stretcher  cases  of  whom.  100  were  suffering  from  a 
degree  of  malnutrition  which  wc  refer  to  in  future  as  famine 
OEDEMA  which  was  likely  to  bring  about  their  death  within  e 
fortnight.  In  the  Male  internees  camp  a  severe  degree  of 
malnutrition  wes  also  found.  r.he  Dutch  the  Indians  the  Priests 
the  Eritish  officers  were  all  suffering  from  a  degree  of  malnu¬ 
trition  -  the  women  rnd  children  were  in  feirly  good  condition. 
Approximately  four  personnel  in  the  cemp  wore  dying  eech  day  when 
I  came  in.  After  Major  HUDSON  end  I  commenced  the  resucitation 
which  was  used  on  these  people  a  total  of  not  more  then  14 

further  deaths  occurred.  Of  those  who  did  die,  several  had  cencer 

end  several  tuberculosis,  That  is  to  say  wo  were  able  to  save 
all  but  four  cases  of  famine  0EDEI.A.  I  observed  Japanese  guards 
on  point  duty.  All  the  Jepanese  I  saw  were  well  nourished.  The 

ccmp  wes  still  being  run  as  a  PW  camp,  camp  commandant  Col.  SUGA 

still  exercised  his  command  ov^r  ell  the  FY/s.  When  I  came  in 
there  the  Japanese  Civilian  Hospital  in  Kuching  was  functioning 
for  some  PWs  end  Internees .  A  total  of  39  only  patients  were  housed 
therein.  Two  Australian  medicel  officers  and  a  polyglot  lot  of 
medical  orderlies  were  working  there.  In  the  PY>  cemp  two  or  three 
buildings  were  used  as  cemp  hospital.  This  housed  30  to  40 
patients  of  all  nationalities.  In  the  Eritish  cemp  ebout  250 
petients  were  lying  in  the  ordinary  compound  huts  with  only  one 
medicel  officer,  Col.  King,  100  or  so  of  them  expected  to  die 
within  the  fortnight.  Very  few  of  them  were  on  mattresses, 
a  sort  of  floor  boards  with  a  blanket  ocr  something  underneeth 
being  the  stock  hospitel  bed.  Their  main  article  of  bedclothes 
appeared  to  be  parachutes.  Of  the  dressing  on  their  ulcers  a 
number  had  new  Japanese  dressings  and  a  greet  number  old  rags. 
Medicel  stores  there  were  in  very  short  supply  -  surgical 
instruments  almost  none.  Severel  demands  for  instruments  were 
made  on  me  immediately  by  the  O.C.  of  the  ccmp  hospital.  The 
men's  clothings,  patients  and  otherwise  was  in  a  very  poor 
condition  but  they  saved  it  by  wearing  loin  cloths  os  much  as 
possible.  No  member  of  the  FW  camp  would  be  classified  as  fit 
for  any  kind  of  work  by  ordinary  Australian  medical  standards. 

We  evacuated  sick  two  thirds  of  the  camp.  Famine  OEDEMA  is  a  diseas* 
which  is  caused  by  conditions  of  semi  starvation  operating  over 
a  period  of  months.  I  will  drew  the  inference  thet  had  those 
conditions  continued  to  operate  for  a  sufficiently  long  period 
unstated  that  nobody  would  have  survived  in  the  whole  camp. 

I  expect  at  least  50  would  hove  died  within  the  next  fortnight. 

And  a  greater  number  say  about  70  or  100  within  the  next  six 
weeks  under  their  then  present  conditions. 
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»’  ’  \  utiPTy  Document  No.  50  • 
Cross-examined  by  Defend ing  Council  (Sit) 

Q. 

A  % 


pp  g*  -  ? 


Were  those  people  ordered  to  work  outside  the  cemp  while  you 

The  only  people  who  worked  outside  the  camp  were  Indonesian 
while  I  v;c  s  thcro. 


Questioned  by  the  Ccurt. 

Q  • 


/  • 


Colonel  norgrn  you  steted  thrt  deaths  were  due  to  canoor  and 
I.p.  Would  you  inf^r  thrt  the  cancer  end  T.F.  was  due  to 

ifSSfnS0^  intention  to  infer  that.  The  .nclnutrition  would 

aggravate  both  disorders.  The  reason  that  I 

these  eases  of  center  and  T.P.  died  was  to  show  that 

two  or  three  cesc3  of  famine  Oedema  died  after  wo  got1^1Tf* 

Thus  they  should  have  been  saved.  It  was  the  resronsibi.  y 

of  the  Doctors  down  there  to  stop  that. 


Q. 

A. 


Do  you  know  if  the  Japanese  had  medical  supplies  at  Kuching 
nnd  have  vou  any  idee  as  to  the  quantity? 

The  Imperial  Japanese  Army  presented  me  with  50  ceses  of 
medical  stores  the  same  day  I  came  in. 


Q. 

A. 


Were  the  medical  stores  available  useful  for  the  treatment 
of  those  medical  ceses? 

In  the  erse  of  feml.no  Oedema  -  no.  for  Bori  Feri  end  t 
general  lack  of  vitamin  there  were  vitamin  tablets  there  but 
nothing  else.  There  were  practically  no  surgical  instruments 


Q. 

A. 


Did  you  see  any  erseB  of  Feri  Beri  among  the  prisoners  of 

iTlergc  number  of  the  eases  famine  Oedema  were  complicated 
by  beri  bori. 


Q. 

A. 


Did  you  seo  any  mcdicel  records  thrt  wore  kept  by  the  Jepenos. 
I  did  not  see  any. 


Q. 

A. 


At  the  time  you  went  there  did  you  see  Lieutenant  Yamamoto? 
Yes. 


Q. 

A. 


Do  you  know  what  duties  he  was  performing?  ,  Mrdleal 
He  was  introduced  to  me  by  Col cncl  Suga  as  a  Japanese  Medical 
OffiS  r  in  charge,  some  of  them  referred  to  him  as  Dr.  ' 

Yamamoto, 


Furth  r  cross-examined  by  the  defending  officer  by  leave  of  the  Cou: 

Q. 


Aft-r  the  war  was  over  Kuching  Hospital  received  50  cases 
from  Supply  Depot  -  were  there  any  bandages  cfmong  those 

supplies? 

A,  Yes. 
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Evidentiary  Document  No,  5*51  • 

Q,  Y.Ticn  the  Cclonol  won4-  to  Kuching  the  Jcprnese  soldiers  were  not 
using  me  tresses? 

A.  No. 


Kc-cxamlncd  bv  or Q.8C CUt_QJ_b Y-l&ny^. £ttJ&23L*ut 


Q,  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  where  these  r.cttresses  came 
f  r  on? 

A,  The  Internee  Nuns  manufactured  them.  They  were  still  making 
them  wnile  we  were  there. 


Q. 

A. 


Hr. vc  you  my  idee,  of  the  rctucl  quantity  when  you  arrived? 

I  suppose  there  were  up  to  9^  in  the  camp  most  of  wnicn  went 
to  the  genorrl  hospital. 


Q.  Yilin t  Is  the  treatment  for  Famine  Oedema. 

A.  A  correctly  balanced  diet  pics  general  nursing  treatment, 
complete  rest  and  for  the  severe  eases,  blood  end  serum 
transfusions . 

Q.  Was  there  any  food  available  for  these  people  in  the  Kuching 
area? 

A.  I  cannot  answer  that  question. 


R.P.  83  (b)  is  complied  with. 


I  certify  that  this  is  a  true  copy  of  the  record  of  evidence  of 
0X6*39  Lt-Col  N.  ilorgen  contained  in  the  proceedings  Oi.  Iilitary 
Ccurt  at  the  trial  of  Captain  N A KATA,  Takeo  and  Lieutenant 
YAl.AliOTO,  Krtsuji  on  15th  to  22nd,  December,  19*5,  end  that  the 
originr.1  proceedings  ore  hold  ct  Hcedqurr't^rs  Australian  Liilitsry 
Forces,  lielbourne,  Australia. 


(Signed)  T.  KOl.NANE 

Iiieutenent-Colcne  • 
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